San Jose to welcome Migration of Beauty
By Abebe Gellaw

The Stanford Ethiopian Forum (SEF), a non-partisan group aiming to encourage dialogue among
Ethiopians, announced that Migration of Beauty will be screened in San Jose on Sunday, March 7
to be followed by another screening in Oakland and Stanford University.

President of the Forum, Dr. Worku Negash noted that sponsoring the widely
acclaimed documentary movie is just the first in a series of activities SEF has
slated to undertake in order to engage, encourage and promote civilized
discourse among Ethiopians on pressing political and socio-economic
matters.

He noted that the Forum is an opportunity created for Ethiopians or friends
of Ethiopia to hold a series of dialogue sessions on critical issues affecting
Ethiopia and its people. “SEF will strive to apply the principles of civil
discourse, respect for peoples, ideas, cultural diversity, transparency,
scholarship, openness and critical thinking,” he said. Dr. Worku has called on Ethiopians in the
Bay Area to watch Migration of Beauty as it gives them a different perspective about them and
their country as presented by an American film maker.

According to Dr. Worku SEF is planning a major event at Stanford, one of America’s prestigious
universities. The conference, to be announced in the near future, will coincide with the Ethiopian
sports tournament, which will be hosted in San Jose from 27" June through July 3, 2010.

Migration of Beauty producer, Chris Flaherty, said that the movie has been successful since its
release last year. “l am delighted to see that Migration of Beauty has not only generated interest
but also discussions on the dismal socio-political situation in Ethiopia,” he said.

Asked why he named the movie Migration of Beauty, Chris pointed out that the title was meant
to serve more as a metaphoric idea than a direct interpretation. He further pointed out that the
movie shows the current struggle for democracy in Ethiopia in the context of an American
experience

Migration of Beauty will be shown on Sunday March 7 at 6 pm, at Camera 3 Theatre, 288 S.
Second Street, San Jose, it was learnt. All are invited to this unique opportunity in the South Bay.

“No problem can be solved by simply ignoring it.”

Chris Flaherty, Migration of Beauty Producer



The following is an excerpt from an interview with Chris
Flaherty, producer and director of Migration of Beauty, a
powerful documentary about the struggle for democracy

AV: Why did you choose Migration of Beauty as the title of this
documentary movie?

Chris: I’'m amazed how the title of my film has captured the
imagination of so many. | guess, if you approach it in a direct
sense it could mean exactly what it implies. And while it does
mean exactly that, a migration of beauty, there is so much more
connected to it. | will say that it is meant to serve more as a
metaphoric idea than a direct interpretation. In this sense it could
mean many different things to many different people. In order to
better understand my intention you have to ask yourself what the
word “beauty” in the title means to you personally while considering that my interpretation might be
completely different than yours. It’s not a straight-forward idea and it was not meant to be. | believe most
people know where I’'m coming from once they have viewed the movie.

AV: What has beauty top do with democracy in Ethiopia?

The movie does show the current struggle for
democracy in Ethiopia but it is presented in the
context of an American experience. While | have
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they have the ability to direct their point of view
directly towards government officials in their native homeland. Quite simply, the political actions of many
in the Diaspora would land them in prison or get them killed in Ethiopia.



For those who might consider these people to be unpatriotic towards their homeland, please consider the
millions of dollars the Ethiopian government has spent on U.S. lobbyists all in the name of upholding a
system of oppression and tribal domination. | would have to ask you, exactly who are the unpatriotic
ones?

AV: Why did you decide to make Migration of Beauty?

Chris: | like to make documentary films that do something if anything to encourage open discussion. |
believe that no problem can be solved by simply ignoring it. Film is my medium of choice to speak out
about the issues that matter to me most. Those issues are very apparent in Migration of Beauty- human
rights, democracy and personal freedom.

AV: How do you view Ethiopia, culturally, politically and economically?

Chris: Well, Ethiopia and Ethiopians are quite beautiful culturally speaking. | say this from a very intimate
perspective. | certainly think enough of Ethiopians to try to seriously learn the language and adapt to
living inside their culture. | drew a lot of confidence from this very positive experience in order to make
Migration of Beauty. When | speak about Ethiopia in economic terms | have to be realistic. The current
economic situation in the country is deplorable. | could go on and on about the hardships but I’'m sure no
one needs me to air it out. Still, considering all the difficulties, it’s hard not to be impressed by the efforts
of Ethiopians everywhere who have made life better inside the country. Their efforts, sincere as they may
be, do little if anything to address the 2000 pound elephant in the room. That is, the genuine effects of an
oppressive government on the will of personal freedom. Quite often this factor is dismissed by most
donor governments and NGOs. It appears that these entities are caught up in their own personal interest
to the point of not willing to risk losing whatever influence they may have in the country.

AV: But those who support the regime in Ethiopia say that there should be no strings attached to foreign
aid?

Western governments and NGOs pump billions of dollars into Ethiopia without the political will to
seriously address issues relating to human rights and personal freedom. Currently, it appears they are
maintaining a wall of silence on some of the most dire issues of the day. These are issues that will affect
Ethiopians for generations. What exists today is an unspoken policy of appeasement, an appeasement
that is at the expense of the Ethiopian people. Until the Ethiopian people achieve their personal freedom
and have the ability to shape their own destiny politically, they are not likely to be able to resolve all the
dire issues of which the country is known for. There is no getting around it. Governments and NGOs can
pour all the money in the world into Ethiopia but it will still do little or nothing for the country’s long term
future.

For queries regarding Migration of Beauty in Bay Area or the Stanford Ethiopian Forum, please contact
editor@addisvoice.com.





