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Strange bed fellows: Isayas Afewerki
courting lyasu Alemayehu
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A senior political observer of the horn of Africa has uncovered that the Eritrean President
Isayas Afewerki has scored a major win in his new strategy of engaging the Ethiopian opposition to stamp
out the renewed claim to the sea by increasing number of Ethiopians.

In its latest move, the Eritrean leader has reached an agreement with the lyasu Alemayehu led EPRP
whereby Eritrea will finance or provide a satellite TV program to be broadcast to Ethiopia and in

return lyasu Alemayehu’s group will “ smoothen ” the opposition’s fervent assertion of Ethiopia’s legal
and historical right of access to the sea.

Both lyasu Alemayehu and Isayas Afewerki see this agreement as a win- win situation. For years now,
the lyasu Alemayehu led EPRP has been literally shut out of the political process among the opposition
inside and outside Ethiopia. As well, lyasu Alemayehu, has been personally accused of perpetrating the
negative image of his group.lyasu believes that access to media will provide him an opportunity to make
his presence felt and to overcome the negative public image. He also hopes that this latest move will help
to quill the opposition from within his party that has been questioning his leadership.

The Eritrean leader, on the other hand, believes that his support for EPRP will soften the position of those
in the Ethiopian opposition camp who see the separation of Eritrea as illegal. The Ethiopian opposition is
perceived to be the major hindrance for Isayas Afewerki’s strategic goal of securing full agreement on the
border demarcation with the Ethiopian government.

Twenty three years has passed since EPLF secured freedom from Ethiopia. However, the opposition to
the independence of Eritrea among the Ethiopian public and the major opposition groups continues. This
remains to be key concern for Asmara.


http://www.ethiopanorama.com/?cat=39
http://www.ethiopanorama.com/?cat=19
http://www.ethiopanorama.com/?p=5161&format=pdf

The publication of a book few years ago by a prominent lawyer Yacob Haile-Mariam (Ph.D.) entitled
“ASSAB YEMANNAT (whose is Assab ) and another book “ Sovereignty and Democracy in

Ethiopia” written by the former President of the regional government of Tigray and former member of
the executive committee of the ruling EPRDF and TPLF , Gibru Asrat , has ignited a raging debate
about Ethiopian’s access to the sea. This latest revival of debate and assertion among Ethiopians is
perceived as a serious threat by the authorities in Asmara.

Mr Yemane, Gebreab, a political advisor to Eritrea President Isayas Afewerki and a schoolmate and long-
time personal friend of lyasu Almayehu was ostensibly the deal maker behind this unexpected
agreement. It is reported that, at the invitation of Yemane Gebreab, some 10 years ago, lyasu Almayehu
visited Asmara in a bid to win support from the Eritrean authorities. His attempt to establish relationship
with the Eritrean leadership was brought to a halt after most of the then leadership of EPRP opposed his
proposal.

In the past, Isayas Afewerki has been successful to secure Eritrea’s interest by making friends within the
Ethiopian opposition groups. Whether his latest investment in the lyasu Alemayehu led group will bring
consequential change for Isayas remains to be seen.
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